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When the period of untrammelled reaction drew to a close
and the working-class movement could again emerge (1912-1914),
Lenin was tirelessly occupied with the organisation of a legal
workers' press and with the guidance of the workers* group in
the Fourth State Duma. He was preparing the working class
for new battles.
Lenin determinedly opposed the imperialist world war of 1914
and all working-class leaders who advocated that it should be
supported. He attempted to muster the international forces of
the working class against the war. Day by day he intensified his
activities to enlighten and strengthen the forces of the Russian
and international working-class movements.
The creative and organisational genius of Lenin was par-
ticularly evident between February and October 1917, when
with his closest collaborator, Joseph Stalin, he was preparing the
Russian working class for the decisive battles of the great Socialist
Revolution and the final struggle for power. Under Lenin's
guidance, the working class established Soviet power and a
workers' and peasants' State, and then proceeded to construct
the new Socialist society.
It was thanks to the far-sightedness of Lenin, his singleness of
pupose and his ability to organise the masses that the country
was able to overcome the most harrowing difficulties and move
forward towards Socialism. Lenin led the working class and the
young Soviet Republic through the hazards and suffering of the
German occupation of the Ukraine, Byelo-Russia, the Donbas, and
other regions of the country in 1918, then through the grave years
of intervention and civil war, to the restoration of industry and
agriculture.
Lenin was the author of the giant project to electrify and
industrialise the country and to collectivise agriculture. He
guided the cultural revolution and placed the country firmly on
the path of Socialist democracy.
Lenin worked out the doctrines of trade unionism in the new
conditions of a Soviet State, determined its position in the Soviet
system and its part in the job of re-creating all phases of Soviet
life and guiding Soviet labour along the path of Socialist con-
struction.
Lenin attributed enormous importance to the work of trade
unions under Soviet power, regarding them as working-class